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Risk Management Resources 

 

Compressed Air 
 

Pollution is not the only danger that involves air.  We'll talk about one of these other dangers       
today – the use of compressed air. Compressed air is not a plaything and must be used in a safe 
manner. So, before grabbing an air hose and going into action, there are a number of safety 
guidelines which should be followed. 

First, be sure that it's an air line you have, not gas or water. Take time to check this every time you 
use compressed air. 

Next, check hose conditions.  Hoses can become weak where they bend, attach to a shut off valve or 
nozzle, and wherever it has been kinked.  Weak points can swell like a balloon and burst.  Particles 
can fly and the hose can thrash about dangerously.   

Follow these safety precautions: 

 Keep hoses off the floor to prevent trip hazards and damage caused by trucks, doors, and 
tools. 

 Prevent sharp objects from rubbing the hose, including burred fittings. 

 Always coil the hose, without kinks, and hang over a broad support, not a hook, nail, or angle 
iron. 

Use the lowest pressure possible to do the job.  Here's why: 

 Air pressure of 40 lbs. can drive chips and scale into your eyes and face like shrapnel.  At 40 
lbs., it can even blow an eye from the socket or rupture an eardrum. 

 Air pressure may penetrate the skin and cause an internal hemorrhage and intense pain.  It 
may also burst internal organs, bringing slow and agonizing death. 

 The nozzle of an air hose is a deadly weapon. Don't point it at anyone, not even yourself.  
Use a vacuum or brush to clean up dust. 

 
Standard safe procedures are set up for trained employees using equipment with known safety 
factors and observing approved safe work practices. Remove dust or particles from jigs, fixtures, or 
deep holes in parts by using low pressure, 30 lbs. or less, and the right nozzle. Wear cup-type 
goggles and set up shields to protect passersby. 

Compressed air must be treated with respect.  It is a valuable tool, but it must be used intelligently 
and in a safe manner. 
 


